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Beautifully said, Sheila! Love is not an emotion...it's a action. And that action starts
with a decision. A decision to love our husbands, even when they seem unlovable.
It's what Christ calls us to do (and not just wives, by the way - husbands are called
to do the same.) The emotions that come in dating and early marriage are so
fleeting. But if you can stick it out through the tough times, the rewards are SO worth
it.
CrossRiverMedia 5 months ago

If you don't learn to put others first through your marriage, if you divorce because
your husband isn't meeting your expectations, it is guaranteed that you will have to
learn it another way. I divorced after 7 years of disappointment, and now I'm
learning to love my neighbor as myself by caring for my mom who has Alzheimer's.
While I can't say I regret my divorce, I can say that romance has been the most
difficult idol I have ever had to give up.
dyuhas62 5 months ago

Your advice is nice, in thought, but unrealistic in practice. I did that exact thing for 7
years, as a married Christian woman. It got rough after the first year. I doubted my
marriage. But I stuck it out. I convinced myself it was ME who needed to change. So
I did. I completely revamped my entire being. And I did it several times over the next
6 years.

I will say, I was extremely emotionally abused. What do you suggest in those
circumstances? I got out. And my life is happier than ever.
sarahjewel 5 months ago

@sarahjewel Of course, if there is abuse going on, that is a totally different
story. But changing yourself doesn't mean that you change who you
fundamentally are. It just means that you change your expectations and go to
God to help you be the person He wants you to be. That's a good kind of
change. Changing so that you tolerate abuse is something else entirely. But
abuse was not the issue in this woman's letter; she just felt like she didn't love
him.
SheilaGregoire 5 months ago

Your last statement is the best. You can't do it alone. We need God in our life to
direct us.

We get caught up in the its all about me world. As wifes our attitudes do set the tone
in the family. I have learned my hubby doesn't get the little clues I leave him. He
needs it straight.

Also I am learning not to be negative and thinking about me all the time. It is hard
cause I have a chronic pain disorder. There is a book Love is a Choice (sorry not
yours Shelia) but the title says it. Chose love
jovdmey 5 months ago

Actually, I believe God DOES exist. And the thing about love is that it is not primarily
a feeling--it is a choice. In one study, 75% of people who said they were "out of
love" but stuck it out found themselves "happily in love" 5 years later, while those
who split up were far more likely to be personally unhappy. We can always choose
to love--and in making that choice, we change our attitude, and our marriage.
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don't try to force love when there isn't!.... As humans we make mistakes, even when
we choose the person to spend our lives with. Don't be so coward to put this in
God's hand. We all know it doesn't exist :)
exe3001 5 months ago

Beautifully stated. I can look back on the seasons in my marriage and identify when
the focus was on me and when it was on my husband. When my attitude was "it's
all about how happy he's making me," my marriage was in the toilet! When my
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attitude was "I'm going to love and serve and CHOOSE to love him," my marriage
flourished! Only God can help with that sort of transformation so ALL glory to Him!
ohiominnie 5 months ago

God does give you free will, and then you get married. What He asks you to do is to
follow his design for marriage--which is to learn to love your spouse and learn to
commit. You don't have free will just to dump a marriage because it's not making
you happy. That's not right. It's not right on the kids; and interestingly, stats show
that in general, it doesn't make you happy in the long run either! What does make
people happy is learning how to love their spouse.
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so let me get this straight: God gives me free will, so that later in life he can tell me
who and when to marry.... what am i missing here?
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